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SYCSD Highlights Accomplishments
The Southern York County School District (SYCSD) is pleased to 
present its Annual Report to the Community, a detailed publication 
that highlights the District’s outstanding educational programs and 
student accomplishments, in and out of the classroom for the 2013-14 
school year.

SYCSD has continued to maintain extremely high student achievement 
and remain fiscally responsible as public school districts continue to 
face economic challenges. Here are a few highlights from 2013-14 as 
featured in the Annual Report:

PA School Performance Profile

The purpose of the Pennsylvania’s School Performance Profile (SPP) is 
to comprehensively assess the academic performance of each school 
across the Commonwealth. Each district receives an academic perfor-
mance score based on a variety of academic performance indicators. 
The Pennsylvania Department of Education considers scores of 70% 
or above to be satisfactory.  The District is proud of the overall performance, which is largely attributed to 
the hard work of its students,  teachers, and administrators:

Susquehannock High School: 95.6%    Southern Middle School: 86.8% 
Friendship Elementary School: 86.8%    Shrewsbury Elementary School: 82.9% 
                               Southern Elementary School: 81.9%

• All three of the District’s elementary schools ranked in the top 10 in York County, with Friendship Ele-
mentary School ranking third. 

• Southern Middle School ranked second in comparison to other York County middle schools serving 
grades seven and eight.  

• Susquehannock High School ranked second in comparison to other York County high schools.

Southern Earns AP Honor Roll by the College Board
Southern York County School District has been rec-
ognized by the College Board and placed on the 5th 
Annual Advanced Placement® (AP) District Honor 
Roll for its AP exam results. The District is one of 
547 school districts from across the United States 
and Canada to be placed on the AP District Honor 
Roll, which awards districts for increasing access to 
AP course work, while also maintaining or increasing 
the percentage of students earning scores of three or 
greater on AP exams.

During the 2013-14 school year, Susquehannock 
High School students took 304 AP exams and 89% 
of them scored a three or greater from a total score  
of five, according to Dr. Robert Bryson, Assistant 
Superintendent. Since 2012, the number of AP 
exams that students have taken increased by nearly 
25%, from 244 to 304 tests. Colleges and universi-

ties offer students credit in one or more subjects for 
qualifying AP scores.

“Our staff has made it a goal to offer as many stu-
dents as possible the opportunity to take an AP 
course,” Dr. Bryson said. “The AP results are an indi-
cation of how successful the students and staff are at 
reaching this goal.”

These results are reflected in the hard work from 
students and staff at Southern York County School 
District. “We are extremely proud of our students’ 
and teachers’ outstanding efforts in receiving this 
honor,” Superintendent Dr. Sandra Lemmon said. 
“We are also proud that as a District, we are able to 
provide students the opportunities to be challenged 
in such meaningful ways.”

For more information about the 5th Annual AP Dis-
trict Honor Roll, click here.

http://professionals.collegeboard.com/k-12/awards/ap-district-honor-roll
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Possible Tax Reduction for 
Homeowners

This will be the eighth year that homeowners are eligible for property tax relief 
through the Property Tax Relief Fund as part of Act 1 of 2006.  Each year by May 
1st, the State Secretary of the Budget must certify if there are enough funds to 
provide homeowners with property tax relief. There is a possibility that there may 
be enough money in the Property Tax Relief Fund for the 2015-16 tax year that 
begins on July 1, 2015 to offer this relief again. 

In order for a homeowner to receive this tax reduction, which comes in the form 
of a homestead/farmstead assessment reduction, the homeowner must have 
an approved homestead/farmstead application on file with the York County 
Assessment Office.  In December 2014, as required under Act 1, the District 
sent out homestead/farmstead applications to any residential property that was 
not currently approved as a homestead/farmstead.  If you received one of these 
applications, it needs to be completed and returned to the County by March 1, 
2015 to determine if your property is an eligible homestead/farmstead property.  
Unfortunately, per the Act, properties acquired after the March 1st deadline must 
wait until the following year to qualify for a homestead or farmstead exclusion.

The county assessor must notify the property owner of the approval or denial of 
the exclusion within 30 days after the receipt of the application.

If you have submitted an application in the past, received an approval for your 
property, and your primary residence has not changed, that approval is still good.  
If you did not receive an application and/or approval notification and are unsure 
whether your property is on the approved list of homestead/farmsteads, you may 
check by:

•  Accessing the website via www.sycsd.org. Click “Tax Information” - left hand 
side.  Then click “Homestead/Farmstead Information.”  There will be a link to add 
your property information to check to see if your property has been approved.

• Calling 235-4811, extension 7300 for the District Business Office.  We can check 
the records from the County to see if the property is listed as approved.

• Calling 771-9232 for the York County Assessment Office. Please have your 
property parcel number ready when you call.

Act 1 Index and the 2015-16 Budget
Section 311(d)(1) of Act 1 permits a school district to adopt a resolution indicating 
it will not raise the rate of any tax for the support of public schools for the follow-
ing fiscal year by more than its index. Upon approval of the resolution, the school 
district can then follow a traditional budget development process and forego the 
accelerated Act 1 time line.  

The Southern York County School District is pleased to announce that the Board 
passed a resolution December 4, 2014 not to raise property taxes more than the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education index for the 2015-16 fiscal year. The 
Board of Education is committed to delivering a tax increase at or below the 2.3% 
index, established by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. It should be 
noted, however, that the percentage increase has not yet been determined. The 
preliminary budget for the District is expected to be approved by the Board of 
Education at the April 16, 2015 Board meeting. The final budget is expected to be 
approved by the Board of Education at its regularly scheduled meeting of Thurs-
day, May 21, 2015. Following the April Board meeting, the proposed budget will 
be available for review on the District’s Web site and also available at the District 
Administration building.

board of school directors
Robert Schefter .................................... President
C. Dianne Masimore ..................... Vice President
Bruce Bauman ......................................Treasurer
Dr. Wayne McCullough .........................Secretary 
                                                      (Non-Member)
Judi Fisher .............................................. Member
Jerri Groncki ........................................... Member
Ronald Groncki  ...................................... Member
Karen Hellwig  ........................................ Member
James Holley .......................................... Member
Allie Waldron  ......................................... Member
Alexis Anelli ....................Student Representative

administration
Dr. Sandra L. Lemmon ................Superintendent
Dr. Robert J. Bryson ...........Asst. Superintendent
Dr. Wayne McCullough ............. Chief Financial &  
                                                Operations Officer

board meetings
The Southern York County School District Board of 
Education holds meetings on the  third Thursday of 
January through November, and the first Thursday 
of  December, unless otherwise noted. Meetings 
are held at 7 p.m. in the Conference Center of the 
District Administration building. Meetings are also 
televised live via Comcast’s Cable TV Channel 99.

contacting the school district
(717) 235-4811

Friendship Elementary.......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ....................... Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ....................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ............... Ext. 4238
Susquehannock Guidance ................... Ext. 4243
Transportation ...................................... Ext. 7350
Business Office..................................... Ext. 7300

* * *
mission statement

The Southern York County School District, through 
a cooperative effort with the family and commu-
nity, will provide a quality learning environment 
that promotes character, fosters responsibility, and 
challenges students to achieve their potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *
The Southern York County School District is an 
equal opportunity educational institution and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of its 
activities, programs, employment policies or prac-
tices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1974, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 
1972, or Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973, or the American Disabilities Act 
of 1990.  Employees and participants who have 
an inquiry or complaint of harassment or discrimi-
nation, or who need information about accom-
modations for persons with disabilities, should 
contact the office of the Assistant Superintendent 
of Schools, Southern York County School District, 
P.O. Box 128, Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call 
(717) 235-4811.

* * *
publication

The Southern Way is published four times a year: 
September, January/February, April, and June 
through the Marketing and Public Information Of-
fice of our District.  

website
www.sycsd.org

http://www.sycsd.org/
http://www.sycsd.org
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Elementary Students Compete in Geography Contest 
Students in grades four, five, and six at Friendship, Southern, and Shrewsbury Elementary Schools participated in this year’s National 
Geography Bee. The National Geography Bee is an educational program sponsored by the National Geographic Society. Following a 
qualifying test, the students from each class then proceeded to the preliminary round competition, where they answered questions 
on United States geography, state geography, American cities, continents and oceans, and cultural geography.

The top 10 students in this round advanced to the final round of competition and competed until three winners from each elemen-
tary school were then determined in the championship round. From Southern Elementary, the Geography Bee winners included all 
sixth graders. Michael Watkins was the champion; Reece Winmond, placed second; and Sam Thomas, finished third. At Friendship 
Elementary, the winners were sixth graders as well. Haileigh Copp, finished in first place; Jason Martin placed second; and Allison 
Scharff came in third. At Shrewsbury Elementary, the winners included fifth grade Southern York Digital Academy student, Nathan 
Ferguson, in first; fourth grade student, Nick Johns, who placed second; and sixth grade student, Jacob Calp, in third. 

The first place winners from each school then completed a written state qualifying test, which was submitted to the National Geo-
graphic Society. Test scores determine those students who will progress to the state level of competition in April.

Friendship Elementary School winners were (left to right) 
Allison Scharff, Haileigh Copp, and Jason Martin; also 
pictured are Assistant Principal Lisa Boyer, far left, and 
Principal Beth Koontz, far right.

Southern Elementary School winners were (left 
to right) Sam Thomas, Michael Watkins, and 
Reece Winmond; Assistant Principal Lynne 
Miller in on the right. 

Shrewsbury Elementary School winners were (left 
to right)  Jacob Calp, Nathan Ferguson, and Nick 
Johns; Assistant Principal Mary Dankosky is in 
the back.

Students from Southern Middle School recently participated in a 
school-wide spelling bee as part of the Scripps National Spelling 
Bee. Sponsored by E.W. Scripps Co., the spelling bee is the nation’s 
largest and longest-running educational program and helps to 
develop correct English usage that participants retain for life. Dur-
ing the Middle School event, 26 students advanced to the oral bee 
qualifying rounds. 

Seventh grader, Danielle Ott was the champion after she correctly 
spelled the word, “circumflex.”  In order to be crowned champion of 
the spelling bee, Ott had to spell a word correctly when all the other 
competitors misspelled their own words. Eighth grader Megan Wat-
kins, and seventh grade student, Grace Gorham placed second and 
third respectively. As the first and second place winners, Ott and 
Watkins won online Encyclopedia Britannica subscriptions, accord-
ing to Gifted Support Teacher, Kate Newland, the event coordina-
tor.

All three students advanced to the semifinal regional competition 
in January, where they took a written test and competed against 
150 other school champions at the Harrisburg-based public broad-
casting television station, WITF. Watkins finished among 35 other 
students as top spellers and advances to the oral regional Grand 
Champion Spelling Bee on February 28, 2015. This event will be 
televised on WITF. The winner from this event is then qualified to 

compete nationally in the Scripps National Spelling Bee, which will 
take place in Washington, D.C.

“I am so proud of these students for studying their words and hav-
ing the courage to be up on stage, Newland said. “They spelled some 
very difficult words.”

Middle School Students Excel in National Spelling Bee 

This year’s winners include, left to right, Grace Gorham, Danielle Ott, 
and Megan Watkins.



District 7 Musical Festivals...

Five Susquehannock High School music students participated in 
the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA) District 7 
Band Festival and four of those students qualified for the Region 
V State Band Festival.  

The students included sophomore Julien Sherman on percus-
sion, junior Reed McGarvey on trumpet, and seniors Jacob 
Sechrist on percussion, Anthony Stem on the French horn, and 
Caleb Vatral on alto saxophone. They were chosen by audition 
and performed January 9-10, 2015 at Conestoga Valley High 
School in Lancaster. 

During the festival, all of the District Band members re-audi-
tioned for the Region V State Band.  McGarvey, Sherman, Stem 
and Vatral were selected as members of the Region V State Band, 
which will take place February 11-14, 2015 at East Stroudsburg 
High School in East Stroudsburg, Pa.

Susquehannock High School senior Ethan 
Paules participated in the 2014-15 Pennsyl-
vania Music Educators Association (PMEA) 
District 7 Chorus Festival and qualified for 
the Region V Festival.  Paules performed 
January 23 and 24, 2015 at Gettysburg Area 
High School, during the District 7 Festival. He 
was selected after auditioning  with four other 
Susquehannock High School students in the 
fall and ranked 8th out of 51 Tenor l perform-
ers. 

Guest conductor for the festival was Dr. Rob-
ert Natter, Associate Professor of Music and 
Director of Choral Activities at Gettysburg 
College.

Following an additional audition, Paules 
advanced to the PMEA Regional V Choral Fes-
tival, where he placed 5th out of 25 Tenor I 
performers. The festival will take place Febru-
ary 26-28, 2015 at Wilson High School near 
Reading, Pa. 
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Paules Performs in District 7, Advances to Region V Chorus

Ethan Paules, right, performed in the PMEA District 7 Chorus and qualified to sing in the Region V Choral 
Festival in February.

Band Students Qualify for State Band at  District 7 Festival

Featured, left to right, are Reed McGarvey, Caleb Vatral, Jacob Sechrist, Julien 
Sherman, and Anthony Stem., who performed in the District 7 Band Festival.

Musicians Selected to Play in District 7 Orchestra Festival
Four Susquehannock High School music students were selected 
through audition to participate in the Pennsylvania Music Edu-
cators Association (PMEA) District 7 Orchestra Festival, which 
will take place at Lebanon High School in Lebanon, Pa., Febru-
ary 6-7, 2015. 

The students selected this year are freshman Lucas Sherman 
and junior Kristen Zak, who placed second and third respec-
tively from the 125 students who auditioned on the violin. In 
addition, sophomore Julien Sherman will perform percussion, 
and senior Anthony Stem will play the French horn during the 
orchestra festival.

Featured, left to right, are Kristen Zak, Lucas Sherman, Anthony Stem, and 
Julien Sherman.
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Students from Susquehannock High School and 
Southern Middle School recently participated in 
Boyz Noyz: A Choral Festival for Boys’ Voices at 
Allen Middle School in Camp Hill, Pa. The annual 
festival was sponsored by the American Choral 
Directors Association of Pennsylvania (ACDA-PA) 
and included a full day of rehearsals, followed by the 
live performance.  

During the festival 100 male vocalists, including 11 
Susquehannock High School and Southern Middle 
School students, were guided by guest conductor, 
Christopher Fox, who serves as Choral and Band 
Director at Stafford Middle School in Stafford, Va.

“This was a great opportunity for males to bond with 
other males that also enjoy singing,” said Southern 
Middle School and Susquehannock High School 
Choral Director Jay Althouse. 

From Southern Middle School, the seventh grade 
students included Chase Watkins, Isaiah Ness, Gar-
rian Phanhthy, and Josh Hughes; the eighth grad-
ers were Ethan Horn, Alex Nadobny and Hayden 
Roberts. From Susquehannock High School, the 
students included ninth graders, Jacob Lynch, Luke 
Eadie, Ethan Schammel, and Hunter Davis.

Middle and High School Boys Perform in Boyz Noyz

Musical
Achievements

 

SHS Student Performs in U.S. Army  Marching Band
Susquehannock High School senior Greg Stewart performed the 
electric bass at the United States Army All-American Bowl January 
3, 2015. Stewart was among 125 musicians and color guard mem-
bers from around the nation who were selected for the U.S. Army 
All-American Marching Band.

For the fourth year and third consecutive year, a Susquehannock 
High School student participated at halftime during the national 
East vs. West high school football game at the Alamodome in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

“Having three students in consecutive years adds to what I already 
thought was a high level of work ethic on the part of our students,” 
said Susquehannock High School Marching Band Director Chris-
tian Poole.

Representatives from the National Association for Music Educa-
tion (NAfME) and the U.S. Army visited Susquehannock as part 
of an induction ceremony and presented Stewart to the public as a 
member the U.S. Army All-American Marching Band. 

“I was surprised to learn I was selected for the U.S. Army All-American Marching Band,” Stewart said and added that he was 
inspired to audition by former bandmates, Corey Mohar and Mark Weaver, who performed the last two years with the U.S. Army 
All-American Marching Band. “These students are the best 125 marching musicians in the country and I want to play with them.”

Featured in the photo are U.S. Army SFC Diane Rackley, left, SGT Dan-
iel Sanders, right, and Greg Stewart, center.

In the back row, left to right – Jacob Lynch, Luke Eadie, Ethan Schammel, Hunter Davis, and 
Hayden Roberts; middle row – Josh Hughes, Chase Watkins, Garrian Phanhthy, and Alex 
Nadobny; and front row – Ethan Horn and Isaiah Ness
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Athletic Achievements
Outstanding Teams & Athletes
Girls Volleyball:   
Abigail Bentz ....................YAIAA  Division II Player of the Year

PIAA District III First Team
PIAA AA All State Team

Girls Tennis:
Usha Baublitz ..... YAIAA Class AAA Single Counties Champion 

YAIAA Division I Player of the Year
Boys Soccer:
Alex Rebich ....................... YAIAA Division II Player of the Year

PIAA AA All State Team
Brett Maxwell ...................YAIAA  Division II Coach of the Year

Girls Soccer:
Pat Brubaker .....................YAIAA  Division II Coach of the Year

All-Star Teams
Congratulations to the following Susquehannock High School 
students, who were named to the Coaches’ YAIAA All-Star 
Teams:

Usha Baublitz ......................................................... Girls Tennis

Camryn Burk .........................................................Field Hockey

Kristi Langhans .....................................................Field Hockey

Emily Landis ............................................................Girls Soccer

Brooke McGee .........................................................Girls Soccer

Melissa Lynch ..........................................................Girls Soccer

Clay Ayres ................................................................Boys Soccer

Alex Rebich ..............................................................Boys Soccer

Abigail Bentz ..................................................... Girls Volleyball

Pictured at right: front row (left to right) – Usha Baublitz, Camryn Burk, Kristi 
Langhans, and  Emily Landis; back row – Clay Ayres, Brooke McGee, Alex 
Rebich, Abigail Bentz, and Melissa Lynch

Fall Sports Review

SYCSD Students Honor MLK with Lessons
To commemorate the birthday and legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
students at the District studied his March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom and 
the 1960’s Civil Rights Movement. From elementary through high school, students 
read about King’s life, his work, and interpreted his I have a Dream speech. They also 
explored the speech’s effect on social change in the nation, learned about freedoms, 
equality, justice, and how these ideals are applied 51 years later.

Students in Erica Allen’s first grade class at Shrewsbury Elementary School read 
biographies about King’s life and work and completed various projects. Sue Thomas, 
fourth grade teacher at Southern Elementary School, also read a biography about 
King to her students. “We talked about his life and focused on his dream for all Amer-
icans,” Thomas said. “Students also discussed what King would think about the world 
today and explore if his ‘dream’ has come true.”

At Susquehannock High School Bob Cousineau’s U.S. History II class read, inter-
preted King’s speech and worked through classroom stations on freedom and justice. 
They also discussed what is needed today for a better America if they were giving a 

speech in Washington, D.C. As part of this activity, Tom Laure’s Life Skills students joined Cousineau’s class and together, they conducted 
different skits that highlighted King’s path.  In addition, Matt Amberman’s U.S. History II class examined the characteristics of a great 
leader to determine if King possessed them and read King’s Letter from the Birmingham Jail, an essay he wrote while in jail that defended 
nonviolent demonstration and called for an end to social discrimination.

At Southern Middle School, as part of their unit on the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, Andy Warren’s 8th grade social studies stu-
dents researched the role that the First Amendment played in the Civil Rights Movement.  “Students researched Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
role in the Civil Rights Movement and cited evidence to explain how civil rights’ leaders utilized the freedoms of speech, religion, press, 
petition, and assembly to spark change in their society,” Warren said and he added that their goal was to determine the most effective way 
to bring about social change. 

Middle school students used their mobile devices to research 
MLK and the Civil Rights Movement.



Cast and crew members from the Susquehannock High School’s 
fall 2014 production of 39 Steps qualified to attend the Interna-
tional Thespian Conference this summer.

The students presented their play at the 2014 Pennsylvania State 
Thespian Conference and were invited to perform at the Kimball 
Stage of the International Thespian Festival at the University of 
Nebraska, June 22 – 27, 2015. The Susquehannock troupe’s pro-
duction was one of 40 shows in the United States and Canada to 
be judged. The student’s presentation was one of five productions 
that were selected to perform at the showcase in June.

This international event is an annual week-long theater festi-
val that brings together high school theater clubs and thespian 
troupes from the United States and Canada. Organized by the 
International Thespian Society, the festival offers students more 
than 120 workshops. These workshops are taught by high school 
teachers, college professors, and theater professionals.

According to senior Alexis Anelli, the Susquehannock troupe was 
one of four thespian troupes to perform its full production at the 
state conference.  In addition, junior Kurt Eckenrode received an 
individual award as MVP for his performance in the play.

“We worked for three months, five days per week and it paid off,” 

junior Beth Martin said and added that she was part of the sound 
effects team for 39 Steps.

The students agreed it is an honor to be selected from the 40 
shows to attend and perform during the International Thespian 
Conference. “It is a first for our School District,” Eckenrode said.

SHS Thespians Invited to International Conference 
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Southern Middle School Students Collect for Food Pantry

The cast (above) and crew of 39 Steps qualified to perform at the Inter-
national Thespian Conference this June.

 Coming Soon...

SYCSD’s 7th Annual
Battle of the Buildings  

Scholarship Fundraiser
February 26, 2015

6:30 p.m. (Doors open at 5:30 p.m.)

Susquehannock High School - Gymnasium

SHS Theatre Presents:  
Mary Poppins     

April 17-19, 2015 

Susquehannock High School - Richard D. Hupper Auditorium
Show Times: 

Friday, April 17, 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 18, 2:00 and 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 19, 2:00 p.m.
For ticket information, visit www.susquehannocktheatre.com 

or call the High School Office, 235-4811, ext. 4238

Featured in the photo are, from back to front, left to right, Taylor 
McCord, Julianne Cassady, Kendra Gemmill, Danielle Palmer, Ryan 
Myers, and Harry Pecunes.

Southern Middle School students demonstrated the meaning of 
philanthropy this holiday season by collecting more than 1,080 
nonperishable food items for Southern Community Services’ 
food pantry.

In just a week’s time, students collected 1,084 items, from cans 
of green beans, rice, and mashed potatoes to noodles, ravioli, 
and soups, the program was a school wide effort for students 
and staff. Students collected foods in homerooms and in various 
classes.

“Early in November, Southern Community Services let us know 
that its food pantry was nearly bare, said Lisa Hall, Southern 
Middle School Counselor. Consequently, she requested that all 
homeroom teachers ask their students to donate nonperishable 
food items.

“We are proud of our students for responding to the local com-
munity need,” Hall said. “A huge thank you goes to all of our stu-
dents, staff, and families that contributed to the food drive.”

http://www.susquehannocktheatre.com


School Calendar — February through May
Friday, February 6   ................................................................................................................................. Teacher In-Service - No School

Friday, February 13  ..........................................................................................................................Make-Up Day; School is in Session

Monday, February 16  ............................................................................................................................Presidents’ Holiday - No School

Friday, March 6  .............................................................................................................................. Teacher In-Service -Early Dismissal

Thursday, April 2  ..............................................................................................................................Make-Up Day; School is in Session

Thursday, April 3 - 6  ..................................................................................................................................... Spring Holiday - No School

Friday, May 22  ..................................................................................................................................Make-Up Day; School is in Session

Monday, May 25  .............................................................................................................................. Memorial Day Holiday - No School

Additional days lost to inclement weather will be made up as follows:  
April 6 and June 4
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Senior Citizens May be Eligible for Tax Relief
The Southern York County School District is pleased to 
announce that 2014-15 is the ninth year of the Property 
Tax Rebate Program. Senior and disabled citizens may 
receive a rebate of up to $500 of property taxes paid, if 
eligible. During the 2013-14 fiscal year, $91,382.59 was 
rebated to 244 taxpayers. To qualify for the program, 
you must be:

• 65 years or older, widow or widower (50 or older), or   
permanently disabled; and

• Own and occupy your home in the Southern York 
County School District; and 

• Your total eligible annual household  income, includ-
ing the income that your spouse and/or any other 
household resident(s) earned and received while living 

with you, is $25,000 or less, which excludes one-half of Social 
Security benefits, supplemental Social Security income, and 
Tier 1 Railroad Retirement benefits; and 

• Your 2014-15 tax bill must have been paid by December 
31,   2014.

Applications are available at the Southern York County 
School District Administration Building, the South-Central 
York County Senior Center, or can be downloaded from the 
Southern York County School District’s website (www.sycsd.
org - click “Tax Information” - left hand side, then “Property 
Tax Rebate Program”). For questions and/or assistance, call 
the School District at 717-235-4811, extension 7300.  We will 
be happy to help you complete the form by appointment.   

The deadline for filing the rebate form is May 15, 2015.

The Southern York County School District Board Directors were 
honored for their outstanding service to the students and resi-
dents of the School District. As part of School Director Recog-
nition Month by the Pennsylvania School Boards Association 
(PSBA), each board director was recognized during the January 
Board of Education meeting. 

School Board directors are residents who are elected to serve 
their school districts. They volunteer their time to the School 
Board and also serve on policy making committees and represent 
the School District on local, county, and regional government 
agencies.

“I am excited to recognize you throughout our meeting,” Super-
intendent Sandra Lemmon said as she presented each board 
director with a certificate for his and her years of service. “You 
are here for all the right reasons – to give back to the community, 
and to do it in a fiscally responsible way, but most importantly, to 
do it for the students. It’s our honor to work with each and every 
one of you.”

In 2010, the School Board received a ‘Distinguished School 

Board’ award for effective school governance by the PSBA. This 
Board was one of only two school boards ever to be honored with 
this recognition. 

To show their gratitude, District elementary students wrote indi-
vidual thank-you letters to each director, thanking him or her 
for their teachers, school supplies, computers, books, and school 
buildings. For more information about the School Board Direc-
tors’ service, click here.

Southern York County School 
Board Recognized for Service 

Featured, from left to right, are, bottom row – Jerri Groncki, Karen Hell-
wig, Judi Fisher, and C. Dianne Masimore; top row – Bruce Bauman, Robert 
Schefter, James Holley, Allie Waldron, and Ron Groncki.


